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Purpose

To describe and assess the holdings of the music archives
housed in the University of Cape Town’s Special Collections
and to demonstrate the extent to which they do or do not
reflect the diversity of South Africa’s heritage.
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The College of Music before it joined the University of Cape Town

All things UCT Collection: BUZV
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Directors of the South African College of Music

WH Bell Papers: BC212 & TPA Erik Chisholm Papers: BC129 & TPA
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First conductor of the Cape Town Orchestra

Cape Town Orchestra in 1918 with its first conductor Theo Wendt.

Theo Wendt Papers: BC723
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Archival formats Day, 25 June 2024
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Started the first music school in Cape Town

Niay-Darroll’s
first Student
Concert program
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SOUTH HFRICHN COLLEGE OF MUSIC.

EIRST:..

Students’ Concert
%@r
OAK HALL, YMCA.

—June 15th, 1910,—
Commencing at 8 o'clock.

2/- TICKETS AND PLAN OF SEATS AT
DARTERS, —————————————
Stedents hall- on application to ithe Secretary of the

The next term commences July Ifth, 1910.
‘ﬁ The Operatic Class will commence mext term.

T T T T AT T I
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Apolline Niay-Darroll: BC656
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First dance teacher at the South African College of Music

Helen Webb Papers: BCS30
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Dance school became part of the University of Cape Town, 1934
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Dulcie Howes
teaching a dance
class at UCT

All things UCT Collection
(Dance): BUZV
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Dulcie Howes
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SACM staff member

WH Bell

Handwritten
tribute to

Colin Taylor Papers: BC76
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Day, 25 June 2024

Blanche Gerstman Papers: BC673 & TPA
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Gerstman’s first composition Gerstman’s composition dedicated
to Elsie Hall’s 90t birthday
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Blanche Gerstman — Performing Rights, 1965

i Ve ? Soutb Hfrican Socletp of Composers,
\ music
(SHFCH)
P.O. Box 9292
P S - @ 1209 CAVENDISH CHAMBERS,
Came & Teisonarme Assasse JePPE STREET,
ey o

s M/G.3
7 June, 1965.
Miss Blanche Gerstman,
1A, lLangholm,
Kloof Street,
GARDENS,
CAPE_TOWN,

Dear Miss Gerstman,
Notification of Works,.

As promised in our letter of the 27th April of this year
we now attach hereto photo copies of all the Notification forms
which you sent to the PRS during your term as a member of that
Speiety. Please be so kind as to check through these Notification
forms and if there should be any of your oupe-xnm which do mot
appear thereon we shall be pl to Foti foras
fros you in respect of such wrk-. We attach hereto, for this pur-
pose, a number of fresh forms.

Under cover of our abovementioned letter of the 27th

April we sent you two Deeds of Assignment and asked you kindly to

= sign them and return them to us at your convenience. We note that
we have mot yet received these documents back from you and, as they
might have been mislaid, we attach hereto a further two Deeds and
will appreciate it if you yould kindly sign them and feturn thes to
us as scon as possible. lease do mot fill in the date of your sig-
nature as we will fill in the appropriate date when the forms are
signed on behalf of the Society.

With many thanks,

Yours sincerely,

= A

ADMIN 'IVE _ASSISTANT
GDR/LC TO MANAGING DIRECTOR.

SECTORE: 4. L B MRS, £ SALLO. A G RILEY (BRI 5. B KREY, 6. 5. A00S (MANAGING DIRECTOR. O. P 6. TATLOR. M F. WAL W)

Notification of works P@I’f( DT RII NN
Rigsht

Blanche Gerstman Papers: BC673

MTHE PERFOIRMING RICGH SOCIETY
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Day, 25 June 2024

Percival Kirby Papers: BC750
Composer & Ethnomusicologist

Kirby conducted extensive research on
the ship known as the Grosvenor, which
was shipwrecked off the Wild Coast on

August 4, 1782.
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WA Norton Papers: BC40
Anglican priest and Linguist
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(isiXhosa translation)
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African Dance/Music

Helen Webb Papers: BCS30

lllustrations of the Zulu
dance’s choreography
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Day, 25 June 2024
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Rani is first

Dance pioneer: Maxwell Xolani Rani will be UCT's
first graduate in African Dance when he is capped in
the Jameson Hall this week

graduat

Bu2y o, Shood o -

African Dance/Music/Jazz

MAXWELL XOLANI Rani will be the first
student in South Africa to graduate with
a university degree in African Dance
when he is capped this week.

The 30-year old from Nyanga recently
pr ted Trails, a contemporary African
choreography, at the School of Dance's
annual showcase at the Baxter Theatre.
Four years ago the School's head,
Professor Elizabeth Triegaardt, intro-
duced African Dance to the suite of pro-
grammes offered. Rani says he is hon-
oured to be a trailblazer. “African Dance
will be a subject at schools after 2005, so
we have a lot of work to do In training
teachers who will be able to take the sub-

ject,” he told Monday Paper.

Rantl also believes his achievement will
serve to inspire disadvantaged pupils.
“We need to break these barriers,” he
sald. “They should see African Dance as
an option and a career choice.” His entry
into dance was quite fortuitous. His aunt
worked at the School and from a young
age Rani watched the dancers perform
their nimble magic. He was entranced
and by the age of 12 he and his friends
were dancing in the local community.

As part of an all-male troupe,
Manyanani, Rani has since performed In
Canada, France and England.

In fact, he had made up his mind to
settle in the United Kingdom when he
heard that UCT was offering a four-year
degree in African Dance and beat a path
home.

The course offers theory of music,

e in African Dance A helping hand
Mondeny,  fubge N7

3% Dee_ 10-1b, 228 )
WHEN MARGOT Luyte decided that she
would take care of disabled Graham
Clarke, a former weather reader on Marion
Island, she knew that to move him about
she would need either more hands, or a lit-
tle assistance from modern technology.
So she approached Professor Gerald
Nurick of the Centre for Computational
and Applied Mechanics in the Department
of Mechanical Engineering, he having

y, dance hing hod, ethno-
musicology, archaeology, and anthropol-
ogy and French. Rani chose the latter
three options maintaining that the sub-
Jjects helped him research the origins of
dance movements.

Rani is also driven by a vision to trans-
form Cape Town, and UCT, into a “centre
of excellence” for African Dance, attract-
ing students from all over the continent,
emulating his “heroes”, Alphonsé Tiérou
from Mali, and Germaine Acogny from
Senegal.

Although he is graduating, Rani's
energy and talent will not be lost to the
School. He has accepted a position to lec-
ture at the School next year. “I love danc-
ing and I love teaching. It's rare to enjoy
both,” he said. O

All Things UCT Collection (School of Dance): BUZV

Clarke pr y with some other
mechanical Innovations (See www.pren-
trom.com/profiles/profiledecO.html for
more). Nurick posed it as a challenge to
some engineering students, one taken up
by graduand Richard Hahn who accepted
it as his final-year project. Hahn designed
and built - with Arnold Warburton of the
department’s workshop - an automated
“crane” that can be wheeled around the
house and can be used to lift Clarke from
his wheelchair onto his bed - or elsewhere
- and vice versa. The crane is powered by
an actuator, in common use In robotics,
donated by Yale Industrial.

Luyte, who previously had to call in
some extra people when lifting Clarke,
views Hahn's Invention as a lifesaver. “It
will liberate our lives,” she said. O

All Things UCT Collection (Jazz Dept.): BUZV
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Freedom Songs

Willie Hofmeyr Papers: BC1345
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Leo Marquard NUSAS Papers: BC586

Aquarius: Cultural Society of the National Union of South African Students (NUSAS)

“Aquarius was the culture arm of South African students to
develop cultural activities particular against the struggle of
opposition to apartheid.

The aim of the organisation was to bring together artists of
all sorts, visual artists, musicians, writers, poets, dancers,
theatre people and so on. To discuss the role of art in
apartheid and to present the art. Aquarius later changed
it’s name to Cultural Action of the National Union of South
African Students. In order to reflect it was just not about
art, but art in action and culture in action.

In 1973 | was involved in the Arts Festival at the University
of Witwatersrand. After that festival | was elected as
National Executive as deputy of Aquarius. A year later | was
then elected as the chairperson of Aquarius.”

In conversation with former Aquarius member, Dr Barry Gilder
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Jagger Library Fire, 18 April 2021
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Re-boxing collections

Salvaged concert programmes
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Conclusion

My favourite are favourites, not because they have been written by some well-
known composer, but because they are full of life and feeling, and because they
symbolise the beauty and truth of nature, and are, above all, sincere. What does
it matter who wrote a song as long as it fulfils one or other of these conditions?
If | cannot myself “live” through my own song recital, then what can | expect of
my audience? (Kraus 1935)
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Thank you!

|
|
| |

Deidre Goslett, Archivist
. . : . Photograph
UCT Libraries, Primary Collections Jagger library before the fire

University of Cape Town Courtesy of Clive Kirkwood
Deidre.Goslett@uct.ac.za
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