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Purpose

To describe and assess the holdings of the music archives 

housed in the University of Cape Town’s Special Collections 

and to demonstrate the extent to which they do or do not 

reflect the diversity of South Africa’s heritage.



Overview

• Background

• Archival Formats

• Western Classical Music Collections

• Other Genres 

• Jagger Fire

• Conclusion
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The College of Music before it joined the University of Cape Town

All things UCT Collection: BUZV



Day, 25 June 2024Directors of the South African College of Music

WH Bell Papers: BC212 & TPA         Erik Chisholm Papers: BC129 & TPA
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First conductor of the Cape Town Orchestra

Theo Wendt Papers: BC723



Day, 25 June 2024Archival formats
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Apolline Niay-Darroll: BC656

Started the first music school in Cape Town

Niay-Darroll’s 
first Student 
Concert program
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First dance teacher at the South African College of Music

Helen Webb Papers: BCS30



Dance school became part of the University of Cape Town, 1934

Dulcie Howes

Dulcie Howes 
teaching a dance 
class at UCT

All things UCT Collection 
(Dance): BUZV
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Handwritten 
tribute to 
WH Bell

Colin Taylor Papers: BC76

SACM staff member

Colin 
Taylor
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Blanche Gerstman Papers: BC673 & TPA 

Gerstman’s first composition Gerstman’s composition dedicated 
to Elsie Hall’s 90th birthday
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Blanche Gerstman – Performing Rights, 1965

Notification of works

Blanche Gerstman Papers: BC673
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Composer & Ethnomusicologist
Percival Kirby Papers: BC750

Kirby conducted extensive research on 
the ship known as the Grosvenor, which 
was shipwrecked off the Wild Coast on 
August 4, 1782.
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WA Norton Papers: BC40
Anglican priest and Linguist

(isiXhosa translation)
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African Dance/Music

Helen Webb Papers: BCS30

Illustrations of the Zulu 
dance’s choreography
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African Dance/Music/Jazz

All Things UCT Collection (School of Dance): BUZV

All Things UCT Collection (Jazz Dept.): BUZV
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Freedom Songs

Willie Hofmeyr Papers: BC1345



In conversation with former Aquarius member, Dr Barry Gilder 

Aquarius: Cultural Society of the National Union of South African Students (NUSAS)

Leo Marquard NUSAS Papers: BC586

“Aquarius was the culture arm of South African students to 
develop cultural activities particular against the struggle of 
opposition to apartheid. 
The aim of the organisation was to bring together artists of 
all sorts, visual artists, musicians, writers, poets, dancers, 
theatre people and so on. To discuss the role of art in 
apartheid and to present  the art. Aquarius later changed 
it’s name to Cultural Action of the National Union of South 
African Students. In order to reflect it was just not about 
art, but art in action and culture in action. 
In 1973 I was involved in the Arts Festival at the University 
of Witwatersrand. After that festival I was elected as 
National Executive as deputy of Aquarius. A year later I was 
then elected as the chairperson of Aquarius.” 



Day, 25 June 2024

Jagger Library Fire, 18 April 2021

Jagger Reading Room Re-boxing collections Salvaged concert programmes



Conclusion

My favourite are favourites, not because they have been written by some well-
known composer, but because they are full of life and feeling, and because they 
symbolise the beauty and truth of nature, and are, above all, sincere. What does 
it matter who wrote a song as long as it fulfils one or other  of these  conditions? 
If I cannot myself  “live” through my own song recital, then what can I expect of 
my audience? (Kraus 1935)
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Thank you!

Deidre Goslett, Archivist

UCT Libraries, Primary Collections

University of Cape Town

Deidre.Goslett@uct.ac.za

Photograph 
Jagger library before the fire
Courtesy of Clive Kirkwood
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